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T
he Phoenix Inter-
national Raceway 
is teaming up with 
Phoenix Sympho-

ny and Barrett-Jackson 
Auction Company to cele-
brate their 50th anniversary 
through an evening dedicat-
ed to music and racing.

Members of the communi-
ty are invited to The Sound 
of Speed on Nov. 6 in down-
town Phoenix. The evening 
will consist of a festival and 
a symphony performance 
highlighting racing in pop 
culture.

Phoenix Symphony CEO
Jim Ward said the organiza-
tion was looking for an op-
portunity to partner with 
PIR to reach a new audi-
ence. The two organiza-
tions teamed up to celebrate 
the long history of racing in 
Phoenix. 

“This is absolutely a 
unique event. It’s a bit like 
Reese’s Pieces, it’s like pea-
nut butter and chocolate,” 
Ward said.

Ward said integrating rac-
ing and music came fluidly 
to the symphony. The perfor-
mance was influenced by the 
sounds commonly associat-
ed with cars and the racing 
industry, drawing inspiration 
from iconic racing movies.

“We’ve really found that 
it’s been very collaborative,” 
Ward said. “There’s a lot of 
synergy with music and rac-
ing.”

The evening will begin with 
the “Pit Road” street festi-
val held along Third Street in 
Phoenix. The festival, hosted 
by the Barrett-Jackson Auc-
tion Company, will feature 
food trucks and music.

A display of iconic cars 
found in movies like “The 
Fast and The Furious” and 
“Dukes of Hazzard” will 
make an appearance at the 
festival, as well as an array 
of luxury cars.

“Its going to be an unbe-
lievable assortment of cars, 
many of which people will 
have never see out of people’s 
garages,” said Craig Jackson, 
CEO of the Barrett-Jackson 
Auction Company.

Jackson said the event 
was originally aimed to cele-
brated PIR’s 50th anniversa-
ry solely, but the three orga-
nizations decided to widen 
the audience appeal by cel-
ebrating the importance of 
cars in everyday life. 

“(The partnership) sort of 
happened organically,” Jack-

son said. “It’s really taken on 
a life of its own.”   

Sound of Speed will also 
be celebrating Veterans Day, 
as it falls on the same week-
end. Jackson said he is ex-
cited to see the event bring 
together the community 
through celebration.

“That’s what it’s about. 
Cars are a part of the mu-
sic of our life and that’s the 

theme of this whole event,” 
Jackson said.

The festival will begin at 
5 p.m. and has an entrance 
fee of $10.

After the festival, the sym-
phony will perform their 
world premier of “The 
Sound of Speed Overture. 
Ward said the concert will 
utilize multimedia elements 

1969 Yenko 
Camaro re-
creation from “2 
Fast 2 Furious” 
movie [Courtesy 
Barrett-Jackson]

Cars and music collide at the 
Phoenix Symphony’s Sound of Speed

IF YOU GO
What: Pit Road Street Festival
When: 5 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 6
Where: Along Third Street in downtown Phoenix near Phoenix Symphony Hall
Cost: $10
Information: The Barrett-Jackson Auction Company will be hosting a 
festival during The Speed of Sound to celebrate racing in Phoenix. Classic 
cars worth a total of $60 million will be on display. Food trucks and music 
will also accompany the event.

IF YOU GO
What: The Speed of Sound (Symphony performance)
When: 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 6
Where: Phoenix Symphony Hall, 75 N. Second St.
Cost: $30-$99
Information: The Phoenix Symphony will be performing their world premier 
of “The Speed of Sound Overture,” a piece created to celebrate racing in 
Phoenix. The symphony partnered with Phoenix international Raceway to 
celebrate the raceway’s 50th anniversary. The performance, influenced by 
popular racing in the media, will include multimedia elements.

>> See Symphony on page 12

Win tix to Country Thunder 
Launchfest

T
he Valley’s biggest country festival is still several 
months away, but you can throw back some Coun-
try Thunder fun Saturday, Nov. 15, at the KMLE
Country Thunder Launchfest at Wild Horse Pass 

Resort and Casino. Tickets start at $20, but we’ve got 
four pairs to give away, so grab your smartphones and 
email your name and phone number to GetOutAZ@Get-
OutAZ.com, subject line THUNDER, before 11:59 p.m. 
Sunday, Nov. 9. 

CONTEST
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